EMPI RE
"Dreans i nto Ashes"



PREVI QUSLY ON

Cooki e visits her former prison honme where Hakeem perforns
for her friends. However, she discovers her prodigy, Jezzy,
originally due to be released, is now serving a life
sentence for nurder

Jamal s new pronoter, Janeson, plans to pronote both Jamal’s
talent and his honosexuality to turn himinto a negastar

Ani ka has kept her pregnancy secret from everyone, including
the father, Hakeem who refuses to have anything to do with
her.

Luci ous announces Enpire’s purchase of Swift Streamonly to
be voted out as CEO by the board wth Hakeem casting the
final vote against himin favor of his ex, Cam|la Marks.

A heavily pregnant Rhonda is pushed down her mansion’s |ong
flight of stairs by an unknown intruder, suspected to be the
i ncreasingly unstable Anika. Rhonda is left lying in blood
whil e Jamal and Lucious wait for the results of Song of the
Year Award for which they were both nom nated.



TEASER
| NT. ANDRE’ S MANSI ON - NI GHT

ANDRE enters his nmansion. It’s dark. Quiet. He switches on
the light and wal ks into the main area.

ANDRE
Rhonda? Rhonda, baby?

Not hi ng. He wal ks forward and sees Rhonda’s sprawl ed body at
the bottom of the steps and runs to her.

ANDRE (cont’ d)
Baby, no! No!

He cradles her head in his hand which instantly fills with
bl ood.

CUT TO
EXT. LUCI OQUS MANSI ON - FRONT PORCH - NI GHT
The front | awn swarns w th PHOTOGRAPHERS and REPORTERS

LUCI QUS stands on the porch, proud. An upright m crophone
and lighting already in place.

COXI E and JAMAL stand behind himin support.

REPORTER 1
How does it feel to finally wn
Song of the Year?

LUCI QUS
| think the damm commttee finally
got it right!

REPORTER 2
Do you feel guilty w nning over
your son?

Cooki e forces her way up to the m crophone.

COXI E
H s son won five other ASA Awards
last night. I think he’'s just fine.

The Reporters chuckle. Cookie glances up at Lucious, smles
and steps back to Janmal



LUCI QUS
| m proud of ny son’s success. But
the better man won this tine.

Jamal grimaces.

REPORTER 3
How does it feel to be renoved as
CEO of Enpire?

CUT TO
EXT. ANDRE'S MANSI ON - N GHT

Two PARAMEDI CS pl ace Rhonda’ s body on a gurney and wheel it
into an anbul ance.

Andre junps into the anbul ance, hol di ng Rhonda’ s hand.

CUT TGO
EXT. LUCI QUS MANSI ON - FRONT PORCH - N GHT
Luci ous stares at the Reporter and considers his answer.

LUCI QUS
It’s just a tenporary situation.

REPORTER 3
Weren't you fired?

LUCI QUS
Runors. Gossip. People trying to
bring ny conpany down.

Luci ous scans the faces of the reporters.

LUCI QUS (cont’ d)
Get this down. Lucious Lyon is
taking a short vacation to focus on
hi s nusi c.

Cooki e and Jamal | ook at each other. Cookie’ s phone
vi br at es.

LUCI QUS (cont’ d)
Enpire is in good hands until ny

return.
COXI E
(into phone)

Andr e?

CUT TO



| NT. EMERGENCY WAI TI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Andre, his suit covered in blood, hangs up the phone in his
hand and runs al ongsi de a TEAM OF DOCTORS as t hey wheel
Rhonda t hrough sw ngi ng doors.

CUT TGO
EXT. LUCIQUS' S MANSI ON - FRONT PORCH - CONTI NUCUS

Cooki e frowns as she hangs up the phone. She taps on
Luci ous’ s shoul der and whi spers.

COXI E
Probl em wi th Rhonda and t he baby.
We gotta go.

He nods as Jamal and Cookie wal k around the nmedia circus and
into a waiting car. The Reporters are curious but Lucious
taps on the m crophone and forces a smle.

LUCI QUS
Next questi on.

| NT. EMERGENCY VWAI TI NG ROOM - NI GHT
Cooki e paces while Janmal sits quietly, his headphones on.
ON THE TV SCREEN i s Lucious’s interview.

HAKEEM arrives, his clothes winkled, his eyes barely open
as if he just woke up.

HAKEEM
Ma, what happened?

Cooki e | ooks hi mup and down.

COXI E
Shacki ng up with that cougar bitch
al ready?

HAKEEM

Dad shouldn’t be running Enpire and
you know it.

COXI E
You think Cam ||l a shoul d?

Jamal takes his headphones off and stands between them



JANMAL
Can we forget about Enpire for five
m nut es?
Cooki e backs away.
HAKEEM
Wiere’'s Dre? How s the baby?
JANMAL
We're still waiting.

Jamal answers a phone call while Lucious bursts through the
doors and heads straight for Cookie.

LUCI QUS
Where’ s ny grandson?

COXI E
I n surgery.

Luci ous noves towards the receptionist desk but Cookie grabs
his arm

COXI E
| got this.

He reads her worried expression and nods. He turns and spots
Hakeem

LUCI QUS
| thought you decided you weren’t
part of the famly

Hakeem gl ares at hi m undaunt ed.

HAKEEM
| did the right thing.

COXI E
No, what you did was stupid.

Luci ous wal ks towards Hakeem and stands i nches fromhis
f ace.

LUCI QUS
You think you can becone CEO j ust
i ke that?

HAKEEM

Wiy not? | deserve it.



JAVAL
Seriously? W're in a hospital

Luci ous stares at Hakeemintently, rage on his face. Cookie
grabs Lucious’s arm

COXI E
Come on Luci ous, we don’t have tinme
for this.

HAKEEM

You' re just angry you couldn’t buy
me the way you did the others.

Luci ous shakes Cookie’'s armoff and reaches for Hakeenis
throat. Jamal tries to pry themapart, but Lucious holds
tight.

COXKI E
Luci ous, stop it!

Luci ous presses harder.

COXI E (cont’ d)
Stop it right now

Luci ous keeps pressing so Cookie hits Lucious with her hand
bag, hard. Lucious doesn’'t stop. Cookie hits himagain and
agai n. Lucious uses his arns to defend the onsl aught and

| ets Hakeem go.

COCKI E (cont’ d)
What is wong with you?

She stares fromone to the other

COCKI E (cont’ d)
Sit your asses down and shut it.

HAKEEM
(rubbing his throat)
But he’s the--

COXI E
| don't want to hear it.

Andre wal ks through the swi ngi ng doors, pale, weary. They
all rush to him

COXI E
Andre, baby, talk to ne.



ANDRE
They delivered nmy son. On life
support. Both of them

Cookie waps himin her arnms as he sobs.
ANDRE (cont’ d)
| don’t know if they' re going to
make it, Ma. | don’'t know.
ANl KA struts in, her eyes tear stained.
ANI KA
(to Andre)
| mso sorry.

Andre pulls Anika into his arns. Cookie stares at them

COXI E
Why are you al ways hangi ng round ny
famly?

ANDRE

Ma! Ani ka and Rhonda are fri ends.

ANl KA
Rhonda treated ne |ike a person.

Ani ka gl ances at Hakeem and then turns back to Andre.

ANI KA (cont’ d)
How s the baby? Can | see Rhonda?

Andre nods and takes her el bow. Cooki e shoves her away.

COXI E
Excuse nme, famly first.

ANI KA
O course. | just...

She cries in Andre’s arns. Cookie rolls her eyes.

COXI E
Luci ous! Get over here.

Luci ous is about to protest when Cookie stares hi m down.
COXXI E
You think I’m gonna | eave you out
here wth your boys?

He buttons his jacket and follows her. Cookie glares at
Ani ka and | eaves.



| NT. NEONATAL | NTENSI VE CARE UNIT - GLASS W NDOW - NI GHT

Through the gl ass wi ndow, Lucious and Cooki e see rows of
babies in incubators. On the nearest incubator to the w ndow
is a label - ’Lucious Lyon Jr’.

LUCI QUS
A Lyon. He’s gonna nake it.

Luci ous | ooks back at Cookie wi th tenderness.

COXI E
Guess we’'re grandparents now.

They intertwine hands in solidarity and adm re Junior.

Cooki e’ s phone BUZZES and she answers it despite the stern
stare fromthe WARD NURSE.

COXI E (cont’ d)
What ?
(beat)
Why ?

She listens and nods, her face riddled with concern.

COXI E (cont’ d)
["'mon ny way.

LUCI QUS
Where you running to, wonan?

She lifts her hand to the wi ndow as if touching the baby and
si ghs.

COXI E
Pri son.

END TEASER




ACT 1

I NT. PRI SON | NFI RVARY - NI GHT

JEZZY lies on a bed, her head bandaged, eyes swollen and her
br eat hi ng raspy.

COXI E
Jezzy? Jezzy?

Jezzy groans in response.

COXI E
Wio did this to you? Was it the
Scor pi 0s? Those crazies get to you?

JEZZY

(i n gasps)
Shoul d’ ve finished the job.

COXI E
Don’t be tal king that way Jezzy.

Cooki e strokes her hair and Jezzy’'s breathing cal ns down.

JEZZY
They nmade ne kill her. | didn't
want to. They said they got ny
baby.

Cooki e shakes her head.

COCKI E
" mgonna fix this okay?

| NT. NEONATAL | NTENSIVE CARE UNIT - JUNIOR S | NCUBATOR - DAY

Andre places his hand through an opening in the incubator
and Junior grabs his finger. Jamal uses the openings on the
ot her side and tickles Junior’s feet.

ANDRE
You be strong okay? Mommy’ s
sl eepi ng now but she’s going to be
just fine.

JAVAL
(sings gently)
|"d rather stand tall/ Than live on
ny knees/ ' Cause | am a conqueror/
And | won't accept defeat!

Andre smles at Jamal but his eyes are noist.
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Cooki e wat ches nonentarily before she wal ks in, squeezes
Andre’ s shoul der and smi | es.

COXI E
He' s got your ears.
JANMAL
Thankfully the rest |ooks |ike

Rhonda.

Cooki e turns towards Rhonda’'s room and noti ces DETECTI VE
WALKER speaki ng to the Doctor outside.

COXI E
You know, | think I'Il go check on
her.

| NT. HOSPI TAL CORRI DOR OQUTSI DE RHONDA' S ROOM - DAY

Det ecti ve Wal ker noves down the corridor but Cookie is
determ ned to catch him

COCKI E
Hey.

He keeps wal ki ng.

COXI E (cont’ d)
Hey!

She catches up to himand forces himto face her.

COXI E (cont’ d)
| want to know why you’'re tal king
to Rhonda’ s doctor.

Cooki e folds her arnms and waits expectantly.

DETECTI VE WALKER
And you are?

COXXI E
I"'mfamly.

DETECTI VE WALKER
(sighs)
W got an anonynous tip that her
fall may not have been an acci dent.

COCKI E
When? From who? Why?
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DETECTI VE WALKER
We don’t know. That’'s why |’ m
i nvestigating.

Cooki e doesn’t appreciate the sarcasm The Detective wal ks
towards the exit and Cookie foll ows.

COKI E
| want to know everything you know.

He tal ks back over his shoul der, not stopping.

DETECTI VE WALKER
As soon as | know sonmething ||
| et you know.

She wags her finger at his disappearing figure.

COKI E
No one hurts a Lyon and gets away
wth it, you hear ne?

Det ecti ve Wal ker nods but doesn’t turn back. Cookie stares
at his back, deep in thought.

I NT. EMPI RE BU LDI NG - LUCI QUS' S OFFI CE - DAY

Cam |l a renoves Lucious’s awards and places themin a box.
She pl aces a photo of her and Mm on the desk as Luci ous
saunters in.

LUCI QUS
Whul dn’t get too confortable.

CAM LLA
One day Hakeemw I| sit here.

Luci ous | aughs. Hakeem stands quietly at the office doorway.

LUCI QUS
That boy doesn’'t have it in him

CAM LLA
He just needs the right guidance.

LUCI QUS
He’'s a spoiled kid with nmedi ocre
tal ent and ny nane.

Hakeem st eps forward.
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HAKEEM
Dad!

Luci ous | ooks at himw th disgust.

LUCI QUS
Don't call nme that. You're too
stupid to be nmy son.

CAM LLA
And you wonder why he chose ne?

Hakeem stands by Cam |l a. Lucious shoves his personal box
towards Cam || a.

CAM LLA (cont’ d)
Il have ny assistant contact you
about the tour.

Luci ous scof fs.

CAM LLA (cont’d)
As an Enpire artist who won Song of
the Year, it’s your obligation.
Witten in the contracts you wote.

LUCI QUS
You really think you' re in charge?
CAM LLA
I f you don’t, we’ll drop you from
t he | abel .
LUCI QUS
You can’t drop ne, | amthe |abel.
CAM LLA

Li ke you were the CEO?
Luci ous | ooks at both of them and shakes hi s head.

LUCI QUS
(to Hakeem
GQuess she got her paycheck in the
end anyway, didn't she?

| NT. ANDRE’ S MANS|I ON - DAY

The bl ood stain at the bottomof the steps is dry but stil

vi sible. Detective Wal ker and two FORENSI C OFFI CERS, al

with gloves on their hands, take photos, neasurenents of the
di stance fromthe steps, any evidence avail abl e.
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Det ective Wal ker | ooks down at the floor at the top of the
stairs. He bends down to see a snall spec of dirt froma
shoe inprint. He takes a photo and bags the dirt. As he
turns to |l eave, he notices a snmall dark hair also. He picks
it up with tweezers and places it in another evidence bag.

| NT. HOSPI TAL WARD - NI GHT

Andre hol ds Rhonda’ s hand. Cookie wal ks in and pl aces her
arm around his shoulder in a protective hug.

COXI E
Wasn’'t your fault, baby.

ANDRE
She was ei ght nonths pregnant and |
was wat chi ng award nom nati ons.

COKI E
You were always checking in. You
did everything you coul d.

The tears fall as he brings Rhonda’s hand to his cheek.

ANDRE

| really |love her, M.
COXI E

| know.
ANDRE

She knows ne. Al of ne. Crazy ne.
Desperate ne. Al ny sins. She
knows all of me and | oves ne
anyway.

COXI E
Hang in there, Dre. Gve her tine.

Cooki e kisses the top of his head and | ooks up to the
heavens for an answer.

| NT. LYON DYNASTY - COOKIE S OFFI CE - DAY

Cooki e sits behind her desk, her head in her hands. PORSHA,
her assistant, walks in and sits in the chair opposite her.

PORSHA
Can we save the Cookout if we get
Jezzy in?
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COXXI E
Jezzy’'s not | eaving prison for a
long tine. Not unless | nmake her
sone real noney.

Luci ous strolls in, touching things on Cookie’s desk.
LUCI QUS
There’s gonna be artists wanting to
| eave Enpire without ne there..

Cooki e sl aps his hands away.

COXI E
Careful Lucious. Destroy Enpire,
you' I | have nothing to go back to.

Lucious puts his arnms up in surrender and Porsha exits,
cl osi ng the doors behind her.

LUCI QUS
Maybe it’s tinme for a new project.
Make Lyon Dynasty so big, it could
t ake over Enpire. \What do you say?

Lucious sits in the arnthair opposite Cookie and puts his
feet up on the desk.

COXI E
We don’t own Lyon Dynasty. | do.

Cooki e shoves his feet off the table.

LUCI QUS
| thought we were a team

COXI E
You just worry about getting the
first Enpire back.

Lucious’'s smrk fades.

LUCI QUS
Way' d you call ne then?

COXI E
"Cause it seens Rhonda’s fal
wasn’'t an acci dent.

Luci ous sits up, alert.
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| NT. ANI KA'S APARTMENT - NI GHT
Detective Wal ker sits on the sofa, his notepad already full

DETECTI VE WALKER
So after you tidied the nursery
together, you left?

ANI KA
That’'s right. | left at six to neet
nmy parents for dinner.

DETECTI VE WALKER
VWhat restaurant?

ANl KA
Bar naby’ s.

DETECTI VE WALKER
Wuld you mind if | confirmthat?

ANl KA
Not at all.

He gl ances up at her and forces a smle, wites another
note. She smles back, that perfect smle.

DETECTI VE WALKER
One nore thing. Did you know the
al arm code for the Lyon’s house?

ANl KA
Not a clue. But | did know that
Rhonda was constantly conpl ai ni ng
about fal se al arns.

DETECTI VE WALKER
Ri ght.

He stands and heads towards the door.

DETECTI VE WALKER (cont’ d)
Thank you for your tine.

Ani ka foll ows himand unconsciously strokes her abdonen. He
stops and | ooks up at her.

DETECTI VE WALKER
Who’'s the |ucky guy?

ANI KA
Ch, the baby? Just an old fl ane.
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DETECTI VE WALKER
And where is he? I'd like to speak
with him

ANl KA
| don’t know. He's out of the
pi cture.

He considers her a nonent and then conti nues to the door.

DETECTI VE WALKER
I f you think of anything else, |et

me know.

ANI KA
O course. Whatever | can do to
hel p.

She cl oses the door behind him |eans against the door, and
cl oses her eyes.

EXT. STAGE WNGS - N GHT

Jamal s eyes are bl oodshot, his face pale. JAMESON, Janmal’s
pronoter, hands Jamal a bottle of water.

CHEERS from a stadium full of people.

JAVAL
(croaky voice)

Janeson, | got nothing left. |
haven't slept. My brother’s in
hel | ...

JAVESON
You just won five awards. Now i s
the tine.

JAVAL
But |I--

JAMESON
Hear them scream ng? Go do your
encore.

Jamal rubs his eyes, shakes his arnms and | egs and forces a
smle as he heads back onto the stage.



17.

EXT. OQUTDOOR CONCERT STADI UM - NI GHT
Jamal waves at the crowd, a little unsteady on his feet.

JAMAL
You want one nore?

CHEERS and SCREAMS from the crowd.

JAVAL (cont’d)
This one’s for ny nephew.

He sits behind the piano and | ooks down at the piano keys.

JAVAL (cont’d)
You may know that little Junior and
his nmomare fighting for their
lives. | wish | could be with them

He wi pes his face and begins to play a heartfelt song about
Uncondi ti onal Love.

JAVAL (cont’d)
| never believed in love at first
sight / That ny heart could burst /
If I didn't hold you tight / But
t he nmonment your tiny fingers
reached for me / | knew | would
al ways | ove you / Unconditionally.

The song continues to be heard over the foll ow ng scenes.
| NT. HOSPI TAL - RHONDA' S ROOM - NI GHT

Andre sits beside Rhonda, her hand in his. The only sound is
the BEEP of the |ife support equipnent.

Junior’s incubator is nowin the sane room as Rhonda. Cookie
peers into the incubator and smles. Lucious walks in
quietly and joi ns Cooki e.

LUCI QUS
How s ny boy?

Luci ous reaches for the incubator openings

ANDRE
Don't wake him dad. Pl ease.
LUCI QUS
| raised three sons. | know how to

handl e babi es.

Andre | ooks at Cooki e but she shrugs.



Luci ous places his hands through the openings in the
i ncubat or and strokes Junior.

LUCI QUS (cont’ d)
| got plans for you Junior. You and
me gonna go to basketball ganes and
concerts. One day you' |l be CEO of
this great conmpany | built.

Cooki e arches her eyebrow but says not hi ng.
Andre smles sadly as the baby awakens and SCREANS.

COXI E
You al ways did have the touch.

Luci ous | aughs.

LUCI QUS
He’ s gonna be a singer.

18.

A NURSE rushes in and replaces the IV drip. Junior continues

to SCREAM i n agony.

LUCI QUS (cont’ d)
He just needs to be held, poor
t hi ng.

ANDRE
Junior’s in pain. Alot of pain.
H's skull was injured. H's brain...

Lucious’s face pales as Andre | ooks at himw th sadness.

LUCI QUS
What’s wong with his brain?

ANDRE
He’s just going to need nore hel p
wi th sone things.

LUCI QUS
He’ s handi capped?

COXI E
Luci ous!

Luci ous yanks his hands out fromthe incubator, which sends

Juni or into | ouder SCREANS.

Andre places his hands inside the incubator and strokes his

son.



19.

ANDRE
Shhh. Daddy’s here. 1t’s okay.
Shhh.

LUCI QUS
| got to take care of sone
busi ness.

Andre | ooks up at Lucious, disappointed, hurt.

ANDRE
Dad!

Luci ous backs out and Cookie foll ows him
| NT. HOSPI TAL - CORRI DOR OUTSI DE RHONDA' S ROOM - NI GHT

Cooki e pulls on Lucious’s arm and speaks in a harsh whisper.

COXXI E

VWhat the hell is wong with you?
LUCI QUS

He's half a child.
COXI E

He’ s your grandson!
LUCI QUS

No. He’s not.

Cooki e slaps him

COXXI E

You are not going to hurt Junior
the way you did our sons, you hear
me?

LUCI QUS
My sons are failures.

COXI E
No, you're the failure Lucious. You
| ost the conpany, not them For al
our sons’ flaws, they ' re making it.
And so will Junior

She shoves himin the chest and wal ks back into the room

END OF ACT 1
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ACT 2

I NT. PRI SON - WARDEN S OFFI CE - DAY

Cooki e sits opposite WARDEN MYERS, her body tense, ready to
do battle. Warden Myers | eans in.

WARDEN
| ve already been nore than
flexible letting you bring your
little show here | ast week and now,
to visit Jezzy.

COXI E
You're not in control of this
prison and you know it.

WARDEN
What do you care? You got yourself
out didn’'t you?

COXI E
| did what | had to just l|ike Jezzy
did what she had to.

WARDEN
Not hing | can do about that.

COXI E
You owe ne.

WARDEN
Do | ?

The Warden | eans back in her chair, her hands clasped as she
consi ders her next words.

WARDEN
Tell you what. You get Jezzy to
snitch on her inmates. Get her to
tell me how the drugs are being
delivered and 1'Il get her a
speci al heari ng.

COXI E
She m ght as well hang herself.

WARDEN
It mght come to that.

Cooki e sl ans her hand onto the desk.
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COXKI E
Let ne at least work with her. Gve
her a little hope. Like one of
t hose prison projects they have al
the tine.

WARDEN
No.

Cooki e searches the Warden’s i npassive face.

COXI E
Is it noney you want? O are they
al ready paying you to keep quiet?

WARDEN
You know ne better.

COXKI E
Yeah | do and you’re scared.

Cooki e stares at the Warden but she won’'t neet her eye.

WARDEN
| f she gets special treatnent,
they' Il think she cut a deal.

COXI E
Then we’ Il find another way, won’t
we?

I NT. LUCI QUS MANSI ON - LIVING AREA - DAY

Luci ous pours hinmself a drink. He turns and offers his
doubl e scotch to Detective Wl ker

DETECTI VE WALKER
No thanks. |'’mon the job.

LUCI QUS
So was it an accident?

DETECTI VE WALKER
We think so. It’'s hard to tell

LUCI QUS
How can | hel p?

Lucious sits in his arnchair and Detective Wal ker sits on
t he edge of the sofa.
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DETECTI VE WALKER
Can you tell me what Andre’s state
of m nd was that day?

LUCI QUS
Andre? He was probably excited. W
announced the Swi ft Stream
purchase, Enpire artists were
W nning awards. It was a good day.

DETECTI VE WALKER
And what’s he |ike on bad days?

Luci ous taps his glass with his finger.

LUCI QUS
Andre was with nme all day.

DETECTI VE WALKER
That' s not what - -

LUCI QUS
Let’s get to the point. Woever did
this, it’s personal and probably
not agai nst Andre.

DETECTI VE WALKER
Maybe.

LUCI QUS
The only suspects not with us that
ni ght, were Cam ||l a and Hakeem

DETECTI VE WALKER
You think your own son could do
sonmething like this?

LUCI QUS
| think Cam|la Marks can nmake ny
son do anyt hi ng.

| NT. HOSPI TAL - RHONDA' S ROOM - DAY

Junior is in his incubator near Rhonda. Andre hol ds Rhonda’' s
hand as Cooki e stands to speak with the Doctor.

COXXI E
What kind of damage are we tal king?

Andre grips Rhonda’s hand. The Doctor indicates for Cookie
to sit.



DOCTOR
Rhonda has suffered sone serious
head trauma. The inpact fromthe
fall affected her tenporal | obe.

ANDRE
So what does that nean?
DOCTOR
There will be problenms with her

long termmenory, her ability to
forma sentence, difficulty

i nterpreting what she sees and
hears. ..

COXI E
But she’ Il get better right? Wth
treat nent ?

DOCTOR
It’s possible. It all depends on if
and when she wakes up. But she may
al so never speak or renenber
anyt hi ng agai n.

ANDRE
She will. | know she will.

The Doctor nods. Andre ki sses Rhonda’s hand.

ANDRE (cont’ d)
Just cone back to ne.

The Doctor | ooks at themw th synpat hy.

DOCTOR
" mreally sorry. W' re doi ng
everything we can. If you have any
guesti ons. .

COXI E
Thank you.

The Doctor | eaves. Andre stares out into the distance,
Cooki e slunmps into the chair and | ooks at Rhonda.

COCKI E (cont’ d)
Grl, you mght be better off dead.

23.

| ost .



| NT. EMPI RE STUDI O - DAY
Cam |l a stands behind the m xing board where an AUDI O

ENG NEER i s at work. Hakeemraps a song about betrayal.

catchy but the energy is low. Canilla nods al ong.

CAM LLA
| need nore Hakeem

Hakeem st ops and snaps hi s headphones off.

HAKEEM
This isn’t working.

CAM LLA
You're right. It’s not.

24.

CamIla folds her arnms while Hakeem paces in the studio.

CAM LLA (cont’ d)
| thought this m ght happen.

HAKEEM
Wiy aren’t you out pronoting ny
ot her al bunf

The Audi o Engi neer gets the nod fromCanilla and | eaves.

CAM LLA
The one you | eaked online to get
back at your father?

HAKEEM
It was good!
CAM LLA
Not good enough.
HAKEEM
| thought you believed in ne.
CAM LLA
| do. That’s why | know you can do

better.
Hakeem shakes his head in frustration.

CAM LLA (cont’d)
You need to trust ne.

HAKEEM
|’ mjust distracted with Andre and
Juni or and Lyon Dynasty.
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CAM LLA
Thi nk bi g Hakeem Lyon Dynasty is
nothing to the mght of the Enpire.

HAKEEM
| know.

CAM LLA
W can't fail. W won’t. Wich is
why | found you an amazi ng producer
to take this albumto the next
| evel .

Ani ka wal ks in and smles at Hakeem
EXT. WAREHOUSE - NI GHT

A group of tough | ooking GANG MEMBERS are spread around the
bui | di ng. QUEEN, the | eader stands, her Scorpio tattoo
noti ceabl e agai nst her nuscul ar bi ceps.

Cooki e raises her arnms and they frisk her, slowy.

QUEEN
| heard about your grandson. |’ m
real sorry.

Cooki e | eans agai nst her car.

COXI E
Sonet hi ng about being a wonman isn’'t
it? That unwitten rul e about not
messing with kids right?

QUEEN
| told you | don’t have Jezzy’'s
daughter.

COXI E

Then you need to tell ne who killed
her cell mate?

QUEEN
| don’t have to do anyt hing.

Cooki e noves cl oser but the sidekicks step in front of

Queen.

COXI E
What if | told you it’s nore
profitable to you to get Jezzy out?



QUEEN
Since the great Cookie Lyon cane
all this way to see ne, seens
Jezzy’s worth nore to ne where she

iS.

COXI E
| heard your crew ain't doing too
well in prison. Lost the drug
trade.

Queen doesn’t nove but her body tenses.

QUEEN
W' re doing just fine.

COCKI E
Jezzy’ s gonna be big. She’'s got
real talent. We're tal king
mllions.

Scorpi o Gang Menbers hear this and | ook at each ot her.

QUEEN
" m1istening.

COKI E
You could get a cut of that. But
there’s no noney if | can’t get
Jezzy to lay down tracks. O if
she’ s dead.

QUEEN
Ten percent.

Cooki e | aughs.

COXI E
At ten percent, you and | know you
won't live I ong enough to spend it.
One percent is nore than enough.

Queen considers it.
COXI E
O | can take it to the Razors.

They woul d be nore than happy to
kill you all for it.

Queen narrows her eyes.

26.
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QUEEN
How about we take our cut now to
keep her alive?

COXI E
How about | double it if you can
get her out?

Queen nods.
EXT. WHARF - NI GHT

DETECTI VE M LES st ands opposite Lucious. Lucious hands over
a roll of bank notes.

LUCI QUS
Are you sure it wasn't an accident?

DETECTI VE M LES
W won’'t be sure till Rhonda wakes
up but they know your soft spot.

LUCI QUS
Wo's trying to hurt ny son? My
gr andson?

DETECTI VE M LES
You tell me.

LUCI QUS
No lowlife |I know would ness with
a baby.

DETECTI VE M LES
All we have is a partial footprint
and a hair. The hair bel onged to
Andre. The footprint was fenmal e but
didn't tell us much.

LUCI QUS
Keep ne updated. Hourly.

Detective M1l es nods and | eaves. Lucious kicks the nearest
crate with all his strength.

| NT. HOSPI TAL - RHONDA' S ROOM - NI GHT

Jamal sits beside his brother Andre. A small iPod plays
gentle R n" B nusic classics.

Jamal closes his eyes a nonent but Andre el bows hi m awake
when the next song cones on - This |Is How W Do It. They
| ook at each other and sing, grooving with their upper body.
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ANDRE
Juni or | oves this song. Look.

Andre peers over the top of the incubator at his son’s face.

ANDRE
H s arnms nove around and he
scrunches his mouth |i ke he wants
to sing but can't.

Jamal |aughs and joins himto | ook through the incubator.

ANDRE / JAVAL
This is howwe do it / Al hands up
inthe air.

BEEP BEEP. An al arns sounds on the incubator.

JAMAL
VWhat is it?

BEEP. BEEP

Doctors rush in, check the nonitors and shove Janal and
Andre out of the way. They open the incubator and start to
performCPR with their fingers. Andre watches hel pl essly.

A DOCTOR turns and | ooks at Andre.
DOCTOR
One of his lungs has coll apsed. W
need to get himinto surgery.

ANDRE
Go! Take himl Fix him Pl ease!

END OF ACT 2
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ACT 3

| NT. HOSPI TAL CORRI DOR - NI GHT

The STAFF wheel Junior down the corridor. Jamal and Andre
followthemtill they pass through the sw ngi ng doors.

Andre throws his hands over his head and bends gaspi ng.

JANVAL
They got this, Dre. He’'s going to
be okay.

Andre hyperventilates. Jamal places his hand on Andre’s
back.

JAVAL (cont’d)
Breat he. He needs you to be strong
ri ght now. Breat he.

Andre | aughs hysterically.

JAVAL (cont’d)
Andr e?

Andre continues to | augh hysterically as Jamal | ooks around
uncertainly.

JAVAL (cont’d)
(to the passing STAFF)
It’s all good. He's just upset.

Andre slides down the wall, sits and sobs and | aughs.

JAVAL (cont’d)
|"mcalling Ma, okay?

He places his hand on Andre’s back but Andre shakes it off.
Jamal calls Cookie. No answer. He sits beside his brother
and cal | s agai n.

| NT. PRI SON | NTERVI EW ROOM - NI GHT

Cookie arrives with an audi o desk set, carried by her

ENG NEER. The Warden waits with her. Cookie gives her a rol
of cash and the Warden | eaves.

Jezzy shuffles in, cuffed hands and feet. Her facial
swel I'i ng has subsi ded and the bandage is off but a scar
across the forehead remains.

The Prison GQuard unl ocks the cuffs around her hands.
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JEZZY
| don’t want to do this Cookie.

COXKI E
You want to do sonething for your
daughter or not?

JEZZY
| ain’t done this since you left!

COXI E
| know, honey. But it’s there. |
know it is.

The Engi neer hands Jezzy the m crophone and tests the sound.

COXI E (cont’ d)
Just do your thing and we’ Il do the
rest.

Jezzy slunps in a chair.

COXI E (cont’ d)
Al'l that rage and hope and anger,
you tell me about it.

Jezzy picks up the headphones from Cooki e and puts them on.
The Engi neer starts a beat and she noves in tinme. Jezzy
| ooks up at Cooki e who nods.

COXI E
It’s just you and ne in here.

Jezzy cl oses her eyes and grips the mcrophone hard. Her
voi ce shakes, but there’s no doubt of the pain behind the
wor ds.

JEZZY
There ain’t no God living in ny
street/ | tried to | eave and find
himbut | only got beat/ First they
take ny baby cause she got no food
to eat/ Then they tell nme work so
that she can be with me/ No jobs
for mummes so | think | have to
steal/But | try to do right and
choose instead to deal.

Cooki e nods, understandi ng. Her phone buzzes. It’s Janal.
She | ooks at it and declines it.
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COXI E
That's my girl!

Cooki e forces a smle of encouragenent even as she holds the
phone i n her hand.

| NT. HOSPI TAL CORRI DOR - DAY

Jamal is on his phone. He has dark circles under his eyes,
his face is unshaven. He paces and talks in a | oud whisper.

JAVAL
(on voice nail)
Ma where are you? Andre needs you.

He hangs up the phone but it imediately buzzes back.
ON THE SCREEN, 'Cam |l a’.

He cl oses his eyes and answers the phone.

| NT. EMPI RE BUI LDI NG - LUCI QUS OFFI CE - DAY
Cam Il a s phone is on speaker phone.

CAM LLA
Do you realize the mllions you
cost ne? Never mnd the thousands
of angry fans scream ng for bl ood!

| NTERCUT BETWEEN JAVAL AND CAM LLA

JAVAL
| know I'msorry. | can't get a
hol d of Cooki e or Hakeem or dad. |
can’'t just |leave Andre here al one!

Cam |l a purses her lips.
CAM LLA
Janmeson and | will sort this out
for now but you owe ne.

Jamal hangs up the phone and | eans on the wall. He exhal es
and returns to Rhonda’s room

| NT. HOSPI TAL - RHONDA' S ROOM - DAY

Rhonda lies in a coma. Andre hol ds her hand, half-asleep.
Jamal sits in the nearest arncthair, and fights to stay
awake.

Cooki e bustles in and Jamal stands instantly.



Ma! Vhere

JANVAL
have you been?

COXI E

had to take care of alittle
busi ness.

He pul |l s Cooki e asi de.

Jamal

JAVAL

had to cancel a show | ast night!

COOKI E

|’m so sorry.

Jamal | ooks ready to pass out. Cookie pinches his face.

COXI E (cont’ d)

You ook like crap. Go honme. |I'm
here now.
ANDRE
(to Rhonda)

Your son needs you. You have to
wake up!

Cooki e | ooks to Jamal for an expl anation.

JANVAL

He’s been |ike that since Junior
went into
hysterical |aughter and tears,
tal king to Rhonda, to hinself.

Cooki e nods.

Janal

surgery, changi ng between

| ooks back at Andre and | eaves.

Just as Cookie sits, the Doctor enters.

M.

Lyon?

DCOCTOR

Andre gl ances up as Junior is wheeled in.

DOCTOR (cont’ d)

We've stabilized himfor now but
he’' Il nee

d a transpl ant.

COXI E

On a baby?

The Doctor nods.

32.



33.

DOCTOR
lt’s rare to find a donor but
there’s a chance.

Cooki e stands and grips the Doctor’s arm

COXI E
VWhere can we find a donor? Wat do
we need to do?

DOCTOR
Al we can do is wait.

Cooki e shares a |l ook with the Doctor and nods.
| NT. EMPI RE STUDI O - NI GHT

Hakeem raps into the m crophone. It’'s the sanme song as
before but the beat is not quite right.

Ani ka steps in, says a few words to the Audi o Engi neer and
t he beat changes.

Hakeem tenses but the beat is good.

ANI KA
Try it again.

Hakeem rel uctantly sings again.

ANI KA (cont’ d)
Cone on Hakeem You know what
betrayal feels |ike.

Hakeem ranps it up, anger seeping through.
ANl KA (cont’ d)
Be a man! Show ne real pain. Show
me what it’'s like to be tossed
aside like a used toy.

Hakeem t akes of f the headphones and tosses them aside. He
wal ks out of the studio.

I NT. STUDI O HALLWAY - NI GHT
Ani ka intercepts himand forces his hand on her abdonen.

ANI KA
Feel this?

Hakeem pul I s his hand away in disgust.
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ANI KA (cont’ d)
That’s your baby Hakeem A healthy

baby boy.

HAKEEM
You' re one crazy bitch. Leave ne
al one.

ANI KA

CamIla won’t be happy.
Hakeem t ur ns back.

HAKEEM
What do you want from ne? Wiay can’t
you | eave ne al one?

ANI KA
This isn’t just your future
anynore, so stop crying |like a baby
and get back to work.

Hakeem stares at her uncertain.
| NT. PROSECUTOR S OFFI CE - DAY
Detective Wal ker sits across from Prosecut or ROXANNE FORD

DETECTI VE WALKER
The hair bel onged to Andre Lyon.
Not hi ng suspi ci ous.

ROXANNE
Not hing in the Lyon fam |y happens
by acci dent.

DETECTI VE WALKER
There’s no evi dence unl ess Rhonda
wakes up and tells us otherw se.

ROXANNE
Then nmake it up. And nmake sure it’s
one of the Lyons.

DETECTI VE WALKER
Haven't they been through enough?

ROXANNE
They’' re a bunch of drug deal ers and
murderers. This is nothing conpared
to the pain they ve caused others.

Det ecti ve Wal ker shakes hi s head.
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ROXANNE
|’d hate to see you | ose your job
over this one.
Detecti ve Wal ker bows his head and | eaves. Roxanne smrKks.

| NT. LYON DYNASTY - COOXIE S OFFI CE - DAY

Cooki e opens mail. It’s one bill after another. Porsha
shoves a notice under her nose.
COXI E

Evi cti on? \Wy?

PORSHA
"Cause | got no noney to pay for
it.

COXI E

VWhat about the refund fromthe
Cookout venue?

PORSHA
They said read the contract. It’s
our fault the Cookout was cancel ed
so no refund.

Cooki e | eans back in her chair.

COXI E
We gotta get Jezzy’'s song out
faster. Get sone noney comng in.
Get Tianna and Menage a Trois out
there. Right now

PORSHA
Don’t we need noney for that?

COXI E
Yeah.

| NT. HOSPI TAL - CORRI DOR QUTSI DE RHONDA' S ROOM - DAY
Cam |l a has her hand on Andre’s shoul der.
CAM LLA
Enmpire will be waiting for you when
you' re ready. Mm and | know how
talented you are.

Hakeem arri ves and watches surprised. He gives Andre a hug.
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HAKEEM
He's the best.

CAM LLA
(to Andre)
Go. Take care of your famly.

Andre smles weakly and then bows out to go back to Rhonda.
Hakeem fol l ows but Cam|la stops him

CAM LLA (cont’d)
| have an idea that will catapult
you to the top

HAKEEM
| need to speak to you about Anika.

CAM LLA
It was her idea actually. That you
sing with Janal.

HAKEEM
W' ve got different styles.

CAM LLA
Your joint video won awards. And
Jamal is really hot right now.

HAKEEM
| thought you wanted ne to be CEO
not Janal .

CAM LLA

Everything | do is for you. And
Jamal is good for you

Hakeem pul I s his arm away.

HAKEEM
| don’t need Jamal and | don’t need
you.

Cam |l la frowms as Hakeem joins his Andre.
| NT. HOSPI TAL - RHONDA' S ROOM - DAY

Rhonda remains in a coma. Andre sits beside her with Junior
in his arns, his breathing short and shallow. Reverend Price
is by his side. Cookie bursts in and takes in the scene.

COXI E
They | et Junior out of the
i ncubator? That’'s great.
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Andr e shakes hi s head.

ANDRE
There’s nothing nore they can do.

COCKI E
VWhat ? We' I | get another opinion. W
can try something el se. W could
still find a donor.

Andr e sobs.

ANDRE
| wanted to hold himone | ast tine.
Let Rhonda hol d him

Cooki e | ooks at the Reverend and realizes what is happening.

COKI E
W can’t give up

Reverend Price places a hand on her shoul der.
REVEREND PRI CE
It’s time for his soul to go to
God.

Cooki e is stunned. She stares at her Andre holding his tiny
son in his arns and wi pes a tear.

She tosses her handbag to the side and sits on the arm of
Andre’s chair. She holds his shoulders and SINGS a |ull aby.

ANDRE
| remenber that song.

Andre gently rocks his son fromside to side. Cookie then
lifts the baby and pl aces hi magai nst Rhonda’s chest,

wr appi ng Rhonda’ s arm around hi m

Andre hol ds both his son and wi fe as Cooki e sings.

The baby’s chest rises and falls with Rhonda’s. One, two,
three breaths and his chest stops noving.

Andre’s tears fall freely as he continues to hold onto his
famly.

END OF ACT 3
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ACT 4

| NT. HOSPI TAL - RHONDA' S ROOM - DAY

Juni or remai ns agai nst Rhonda’s chest but Andre’ s grief
overwhel ns him

ANDRE
No! Nol!

Reverend Price places a hand on Andre’s shoul der.

REVEREND PRI CE
He's with the Father now.

Andre shoves hi m awnay.

ANDRE
| don’t care about the Father or
anyone el se! Lies! Al of it.

Luci ous rushes in and pulls Andre into a tight hug. Andre is
resi stant but cal ns down nonentarily.

LUCI QUS
It’s okay. Andre. W're here. It’s
okay.

Andre sobs loudly and then violently shoves his dad away
causi ng Lucious to fall against the wall.

ANDRE
It’s your fault. You and your fancy
mansi on. You rui ned us!

COXI E
Andre baby, you don’t know what
you' re sayi ng.

ANDRE
He killed ny son. He killed ny son!

Andre kicks the chair which knocks Rhonda’s |ife support
cords out.

BEEP BEEP BEEP of Rhonda’'s ventilator as Attendees rush to
save Rhonda but Andre doesn’'t notice.
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I NT. HOSPI TAL - CORRI DOR QUTSI DE RHONDA' S ROOM - DAY

Detective Wl ker watches as the Security Guards seize Andre.
He fights themoff, manic. But they grab his arns and steady
hi mas the Doctor gives hima sedative.

ANDRE
Nooooo!

Andre gives one |l ess rebellious shout before his eyelids
flutter close.

ANDRE
Ma! Tell themto stop!

Cooki e | ooks distraught as Andre is taken away on a gurney,
hel pl ess.

COKI E
It’s going to be okay, babe.

Andr e di sappears and Luci ous joins Cookie in the corridor, a
smal |l cut on his face. Detective Wal ker approaches them

DETECTI VE WALKER
Peopl e woul d call that violent.
Unpr edi ct abl e.

LUCI QUS
He’s just lost his son. How woul d
you be?

Det ective Wal ker gives hima tissue for the bl eeding.

DETECTI VE WALKER
| don’t know. Feeling guilty maybe.

Det ective Wal ker | eaves. Lucious noves to go after him but
Cooki e hol ds hi m back.

| NT. PRI SON LAUNDRY STOREROOM - DAY

Jezzy noves a large trolley of folded sheets into a
storeroom As she places the sheets on the shelves, she’s
grabbed from behind and thrown against the wall. PRI SON
GQUARD has a knife at her throat.

PRI SON GUARD
| hear you siding with the Scorpio
gang. G ving them noney.
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JEZZY
| ain"t in no gang. |’ m just
m ndi ng my own busi ness.

PRI SON GUARD
They offer to protect you hey?

JEZZY
| can take care of nyself.

Prison Guard scratches Jezzy's neck so that it bl eeds
slightly.

PRI SON GUARD
| got a nessage for you. Razor
doesn’t like the deal you nade with
t he Scorpi os. She wants her cut.

JEZZY
| don’t know not hing about no dea
W t h anyone.

PRI SON GUARD
Ten thousand dollars by the end of
t he week or your daughter goes to
hel | before you do.

Jezzy pulls at the hands near her throat.

JEZZY
My baby done nothing. |I ain’'t got
no noney.

PRI SON GUARD
|’ mjust the nessenger.

JEZZY
(shout s)
No! No! My baby.

Prison Guard presses against her throat so that the sound is
a gurgle.

PRI SON GUARD
Snitch to the Warden and you can
j oi n your daughter.

Prison Guard lets go of Jezzy and | eaves. Jezzy sl unps down
agai nst the wall, shaking, scared.
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| NT. HOSPI TAL PSYCH WARD - DAY

Andr e,

in hospital gown, sits up in bed, his head agai nst

Cooki e’ s shoul der.

ANDRE
Junior’s gone Ma. My little boy.
How am | going to tell Rhonda?

COXI E
It’s not your fault, baby.

She grabs his face in her hands.

COKI E (cont’ d)
It’s not your fault.

ANDRE
| hardly knew himbut | | oved him
| can’t explainit.

COXKI E
| know baby. | know.

ANDRE
How coul d dad hate hin®? This
beautiful little person.

COXKI E

Your father didn’t hate Junior. He
just wanted nore. Another chance.

ANDRE
"1l never forgive him

She rocks Andre to ease his pain.

COXI E
Listen Andre, I’mgonna tell you
sonet hing very few peopl e know.

Cooki e takes a breath.

COXI E (cont’ d)
Bef ore there was you, your father
and | had anot her baby.

Andr e | ooks up shocked.

COXI E (cont’ d)
Alittle girl. She barely took a
br eat h.
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ANDRE
|’msorry Ma, | didn't know.

COXKI E
She cane too early. Aretha we
cal l ed her.

They chuckl e sadly.

ANDRE
What happened?
COXI E
Luci ous was out dealing. | was five

nmont hs pregnant, this huge belly. |
was neant to be with himbut |
didn't feel well that day.

She intertwi nes her fingers wwth Andre’s and lets the tears
fall.

COXI E (cont’ d)
| was al one, sixteen, no cel
phones in those days. | felt these
pai ns and coul dn’t nove. | screaned
until your Uncle Vernon found ne.
But by the tine we got to the

hospital, it was too |ate.
ANDRE

Ma. . .
COXI E

Your father and | never spoke about
it again but he knows. We know.

She snuggl es up against Andre, their heads touch.
| NT. STAGE W NGS - NI GHT

Jamal runs off stage to Janeson. He sweats profusely. There
are dark circles under his eyes but he is hyper.

JAMESON

| told you to ease up on the pills.
JANAL

|’mtoo tired, man. | wasn’'t going

to make it.

Jameson frowns but pushes hi m back out on stage.
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| NT. CONCERT STAGE - N GHT
Jamal waves his hands and the crowd cheers.

JANVAL
Now | know you know this | ast song.

CHEERS, SCREAMS.

The BAND begins to play the introduction for ’'Heavy' . Janal
steps up to the m crophone and then steps back. He | ooks
back at the band and waves his hand to indicate a repeat.

He gl ances back at Janeson who | ooks worried. But he steps
back to the m crophone and sings, his voice unsteady but
good enough.

JAVAL (cont’d)
Al'l hail the King/ They say heavy
is the head that wears the crown,
wears the crown/ They say heavy is
the head that wears the crown

| NT. STAGE ENTRANCE - DAY

Jamal can be heard in the background. Luci ous approaches the
doors with purpose. Two SECURI TY GUARDS bar his way.

LUCI QUS
What are you doi ng?

SECURI TY GUARDS
Sorry Sir. W were told not to |et
you t hrough.

LUCI QUS
Are you crazy? Step aside before |
have both your jobs.

The Security Guards | ook nervously at each other.
Hakeem appears and sm rks.
HAKEEM
You're not part of Enpire anynore.
You' re not perform ng your song.

Luci ous nmakes a run for himbut he's held back by the
Security QGuards.

LUCI QUS
| won Song of the Year.
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HAKEEM
Yeah and that song is being
perfornmed next w thout you.

LUCI QUS
Must feel proud knowi ng your songs
weren’'t good enough.

Hakeem is hurt but he holds his ground. Lucious straightens
his jacket and | eaves.

| NT. CONCERT STAGE - DAY
Jamal sways a little as he waves to the crowd.

JANVAL
And now, Best Rap Artist, Freda, is
gonna sing a song for you. You know
what it is?

CROVND
Bang Bang Bang

JANMAL
That’ s right. Song of the year by
Luci ous Lyon.

Lu-ci ous! Lu-cious! Lu-cious!

EXT. CONCERT HALL - DAY

Luci ous wal ks towards his waiting car, smling at the sound.
| NT. STAGE W NGS - DAY

Jamal collapses into Janeson’s arns. Janeson sl aps hi m but
he won’t wake up. A STAGE MANAGER steps in and hel ps Janeson
drag hi m awnay.

SNAP, SNAP as phot ographers capture the nonent.

I NT. LUCIOUS S CAR - DAY

Luci ous and Cookie sit side by side in the car and | ook
strai ght ahead.

COXI E
| need noney Luci ous.

LUCI QUS
| got this.
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COXI E
For Lyon Dynasty. To tide ne over.

LUCI QUS
Everything | had was tied up in
that Swift Stream deal .

COXI E
The venue won’t refund the deposit
and the rest went into pronotion.

LUCI QUS
| told you not to trust Hakeem

COXXI E
| wouldn’t have to if you hadn’t
ki cked me out of Enpire.

They sit in silence a nonent.
COKI E (cont’ d)

W can’t | ose Lyon Dynasty. Not
NOW.

LUCI QUS
[’I] see what | can do.

EXT. FUNERAL HOVE - DAY

Luci ous and Cooki e step out of the car and stand before a
Funeral Honme. They intertw ne hands.

| NT. FUNERAL HOMVE - DAY

Luci ous and Cooki e wal k through a room full of caskets.
Cooki e touches each one she passes whil e Lucious | ooks
unconf ortabl e.

COXI E
Wsh we had one of these for
Ar et ha.
Luci ous | ooks at Cooki e and nods, a frown on his face.
FLASHBACK
EXT. BACKYARD - NI GHT
Luci ous, eighteen, digs a hole in the ground in the backyard

of old terrace house. Cookie, sixteen, holds a tiny baby
wr apped in white, against her chest.



46.

Luci ous stops and Cooki e sobs as she places the baby in the
ground. Lucious covers it over gently with dirt while Cookie
i s inconsol abl e.

END FLASHBACK

| NT. FUNERAL HOME - CONTI NUOUS

Cooki e wal ks over to the white caskets.

COXI E
Do you really think someone pushed
Rhonda?

LUCI QUS

| think it was an accident. The
police are just |ooking for an
excuse to poke around our busi ness.

The FUNERAL ATTENDANT st ands before Cooki e.

FUNERAL ATTENDANT
Can | help you?

She trails a small, white casket wth her painted nail.

COXI E
This one. But smaller.

FUNERAL ATTENDANT
O course. How small ?

Luci ous | ooks at Cooki e and then hol ds out his hands about
ten inches apart.

FUNERAL ATTENDANT (cont’ d)
| have one right here.

He | eans over and pulls out a tiny white casket, the size of
a bassinet. Cookie holds it against her chest |ike a baby.

I NT. PRISON - VISI TORS ROOM - DAY

Jezzy paces alone. She bites her nails and | ooks out the
wi ndow every constantly.

War den Myers wal ks in.

WARDEN MYERS
Time’ s up.
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JEZZY
Cooki e prom sed.

WARDEN MYERS
She’s not here. Go back to your
work detail.

JEZZY
|”ve got to see her!

Warden Myers shrugs.

WARDEN MYERS
She’ s too busy for you today.

Jezzy | ooks uncertain. She wal ks towards the door but then
stops in front of the Warden, wanting to say sonething.

The Warden crosses her arns, inpatient. Jezzy changes her
m nd, rounds her shoul ders and conti nues out.

| NT. RHONDA' S HOSPI TAL WARD - DAY

Andre is dressed in a black suit with a black shirt. He
ki sses Rhonda gently on the forehead.

ANDRE
|’ mtaking good care of him |
prom se.

EXT. CHURCH - DAY

One BEARER carries the tiny white coffin up the church
steps. Andre and Jamal wal k behind it, while Cookie grips
Andre’ s hand. The procession stops at the church door.

LUCIOUS (O S.)
Get out!

Andre and Cookie turn to see Lucious shout at Cam || a.

LUCI QUS
This is famly only.

CAM LLA
(harsh whi sper)
You' re making a scene, you |ush.

Andre shakes his head and turns in that direction.

COXI E
"Il sort it out.
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ANDRE
No. | will.

Phot ogr aphers snap away w t hout nercy.

CAM LLA
| * m payi hg ny respects.

Andre grabs Lucious’s arm

ANDRE
This is Junior’s funeral. My son.
say who stays and goes.

LUCI QUS
She betrayed your famly.

ANDRE
No, she’s ny boss.

Luci ous and Andre stare at each other.

CAM LLA
"1l go. It’s okay, Andre.
ANDRE
No. He'll go. He wanted hi m dead
anyway.
LUCI QUS
Li sten, son, | know I said--
HAKEEM

You heard him

Lucious is hurt. He | ooks fromone to the other, eyes
glistening and nods. He gl ances up at Cooki e before he
shoves a phot ographer away and steps into his |inousine.

Hakeem gri ps Andre’s shoul der but Andre shoves it away. He
nods to Camlla and wal ks back to the coffin with dignity.

| NT. CHURCH - DAY

Reverend Price is at the lectern. Along the front rowis
Jamal , Andre and Cooki e. Hakeem sits behind them

REVEREND PRI CE
A bel oved son who barely had tine
to know his famly. A pure soul in
t he hands of God.

Andre stares ahead, expressionless. Cookie s dark gl asses
don’t cover her tears.
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Jamal stands and noves towards the piano.

JAMAL
This one’'s for Junior.

He | ooks at Andre and plays This Is How W Do It. Andre sobs
uncontrollably, smling and crying at the sanme tine. Cookie
pulls himto her.

Hakeem noves and sits next to his nom

HAKEEM
Ma, |"msorry.

COXKI E
| know.

HAKEEM
| made a nmess of things. A lot of
t hi ngs.

COKI E
You gotta be man enough to fix it
NOW.

As the song finishes. Jamal nods to the choir and they join
himto sing Unconditional.

Fl owers are placed on and around the tiny white casket by
MOURNERS as the nmusic floats through the church.

Cooki e’ s phone lies on top of her bag and vibrates. It’s
Jezzy. But Cooki e doesn’'t even noti ce.

Jameson discretely filnms Jamal with his phone.

EXT. GRAVEYARD - DAY

The nusic continues to play in the background.

Andre, Jamal, Hakeem and Cookie watch in silence as the
small white coffin is lowered into the ground. Lucious

st ands back and watches from a di stance.

Detective Wal ker and two other Police Oficers stand at a
di stance al so. Anika notices them and discretely |eaves in
t he opposite direction.

END OF ACT 4
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ACT 5

EXT. GRAVEYARD - DAY

MOURNERS shake Andre’s hand and nurnur condol ences as they
| eave. Cookie stares at the hole in the ground. Janal
squeezes Andre’ s shoul der and Hakeem shuffles his feet.

Det ective Wl ker approaches themgrips Andre’s arns and
pul I s t hem behi nd his back.

DETECTI VE WALKER
You' re under arrest for the
attenpted nmurder of Rhonda Lyon.
You have the right to remain
silent.

Cookie pulls at the cuffs.

COXXI E
Are you crazy? W re at a funeral!

DETECTI VE WALKER
One he probably caused.

Hakeem and Jamal | ook on in shock as Andre is carried away
with little resistance.

DETECTI VE WALKER
Anyt hi ng you say can and will be
used agai nst you..

Cooki e hol ds the phone close and follows themto the car.

COXI E
Luci ous, what did you do? They
arrested Andrel

I NT. LUCI QUS' S LI MOUSI NE - DAY

Lucious sits in his luxury car with a double scotch. He can
see the commtion fromthe car w ndow.

LUCI QUS
They’ re using himto get to ne.

| NTERCUT BETWEEN LUCI QUS and COOKI E

COXI E
Then you get yourself over to that
station right now and get your son
out of jail.
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LUCI QUS
You heard him |I'mnot his famly.

Cooki e wat ches as Detective Wil ker presses Andre’s head down
to get himin the unmarked car.

COXI E
(to Andre)
Your father and | are gonna sort
this out, okay Andre?

Wal ker smirks as he gets into the car and drives off.

COXI E (cont’ d)
| swear Lucious, if you don’t do
sonet hi ng. .

LUCI QUS
It’s on you now.

He hangs up the phone.
COXI E
(shout s)
Luci ous! Luci ous!

She pulls the phone fromher ear. Jamal and Hakeem have run
down to join Cookie.

JANVAL
Ma! What are you going to do?

She | ooks at them both and then wal ks of f.
| NT. PCLI CE STATION - JAIL CELL - DAY

Andre sl unps against a bench inside a jail cell. Cookie
| ooks through the bars and hol ds her hand out to him

COXI E
|’ msorry, baby.

Andr e approaches the bars, calm in control.

ANDRE
| need you to get Thirsty down
her e.

COXI E

You trust hinf
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ANDRE
In this situation, yes.

Cooki e grips his hand.

ANDRE
Keep an eye on Rhonda? | don’t want
her to be al one.

| NT. LYON DYNASTY OFFI CES - NI GHT

LAURA, the Latina | ead singer from Menage a Trois, sings in
t he gl ass recordi ng booth. She sings vocals over Jezzy’'s
rap. She’s visible fromthe office floor.

Cooki e pl eads on the phone on the other side of the studio.

COXI E
We’'re not canceling. W’ re just
rescheduling. Yes, we’'ll have the
acts. Tianna, Menage a Trois and
Jezzy, a new rapper. It’ |l be huge!

Cooki e paces as Porsha wal ks in tentatively.

COXI E
Booked out? | can pay nore. |--

Cooki e | ooks at the phone surprised. They hung up. Cookie
throws her phone at the wall nearby.

PORSHA
You’' re gonna need that to cal
Jezzy.

Cooki e | ooks up at Porsha before reaching for the Iand |ine.
| NT. WALLACE PRI SON - WARDEN S OFFI CE - NI GHT

Warden Myers puts on her jacket and reaches for her handbag.
She hesitates but answers the phone.

WARDEN MYERS
Vval | ace Pri son

| NTERCUT BETWEEN COCKI E AND WARDEN MYERS
COXI E

It’s Cookie. | need to speak to
Jezzy.
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WARDEN MYERS
This isn't a hotel.

COXXI E
| don’t want her to think | forgot.

WARDEN MYERS
There was a riot. Prisoners are
back in their cells. Call back
t onor r ow.

COXI E
| s she okay?

War den Myers looks in the mrror and touches up her hair.

WARDEN MYERS
She’s fi ne.

COXXI E
WIIl you let her know I called?

WARDEN MYERS
|’ mnot a receptionist. Show up
next tine.

Warden Myers hangs up the phone and | eaves. Cookie stares at
t he phone.

COXI E
G ve ne one nore day, Jezzy.

| NT. PRCSECUTOR S OFFI CE - DAY

Prosecut or Roxanne Ford sits on the edge of her desk, her
arnms fol ded. Lucious sits back on the chair, rel axed.

ROXANNE
You can al ways give yourself up in
exchange for Andre’s rel ease.

LUCI QUS
(1 aughs)
G ve nyself up for what? A nurder
you couldn’t pin on nme last tinme?

ROXANNE
The evi dence against Andre is
pretty strong. H's nenta
instability, his obsession with
Empire, disapproval fromhis
f at her.
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LUCI QUS
You know there’s no case.

ROXANNE
It’s enough to bring you to the
negoti ati ng tabl e.

LUCI QUS
How about | offer you a better
deal ?

ROXANNE
The only thing I want is to see you
behi nd bars.

LUCI QUS

It’s going be hard to do that if
you | ose your j ob.

ROXANNE
What could a thug |ike you possibly
have that | want?

Luci ous sni | es.
| NT. PRISON - JEZZY'S CELL - N GHT

Jezzy is in a cell witing on a scrap piece of paper. She
| ooks at a photo of LETITIA a little girl aged five.

PRISONER 1 (Q. 9)
| didn’t see Cookie today. She run
off wth our noney?

Jezzy folds the paper, the photo in the mddle.

PRI SONER 2 (Q. S)
You gonna be a star right? Make us
all rich?

PRISONER 1 (O 9)
Don't worry. We'Ill give you the
star treatnment tonorrow
There is laughter fromthe Prisoners as the |ights go out.

Jezzy pulls out a shard of broken glass, places the note on
her pillow and | eans against the wall.

JEZZY
For you baby girl.

She slits one wist and then the other and |lies back as the
bl ood dri ps down her |leg and onto the fl oor.
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| NT. RHONDA' S HOSPI TAL WARD - DAY

Rhonda remai ns unconscious in her ward. Ani ka cl oses the
door and stands at the end of the bed.

ANI KA
It wasn’t neant to be like this.
There should be roomfor all of us.

Ani ka approaches the |ife support mnachine. She watches as
the heart beat lights up the screen. She turns to Rhonda and
gently noves sone hair from her face.

ANI KA (cont’ d)
You don’t deserve this. But it’'s
for the best.

Ani ka pulls the ventilator from Rhonda’s nout h.
| NT. LYON DYNASTY - RECORDI NG BOOTH - CONTI NUOUS

Cookie listens as Laura’s vocals soar over Jezzy's hard
hitting rap. She smles.

Jamal | eans over her shoul der.

JAMAL
That sounds hot!

COXI E
That's my girl Jezzy.

She turns to Jamal.

COXI E (cont’d)
What’s this about my boy on drugs?

JANVAL
They were harnl ess. Caffeine pills.

COXI E
Do | | ook stupid?

JANMAL
| was desperate Ma. Between the
concerts and Andre...
She cl aps hi m over the head.
COXXI E
This is your time. Don’t you dare
mess it up with some nasty drugs.

Luci ous | eans on the wall of the recording booth.
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LUCI QUS
Guess your gay hero ain’t that good
at | ooking out for you.

JANVAL
Jameson didn’t know. Exactly.

Luci ous smrks but Cookie shoos themall out of the booth.
| NT. LYON DYNASTY MAIN ROOM - NI GHT
The song continues on in the background.

COXI E
s ny son out of jail yet?

Luci ous | ooks towards the door and Andre wal ks in, still in
his funeral suit, tired but unharmed. Cookie hugs him

ANDRE
It’s okay nmom |’ m okay. | don’t
know what sort of deal dad made...

Cooki e eyes Luci ous suspiciously over Andre’ s shoul der.

LUCI QUS
Andre and | have an under st andi ng
about his new rol e back at Enpire.

Cooki e rel eases Andre and Jamal steps in.
Hakeem wal ks i n and man- hugs Andre.
HAKEEM
Andre, you' re back! What is
everyone doi ng here?

In the recording booth, Laura sees Hakeem and puts the
headphones down.

COXI E
You can’t be here, Hakeem

HAKEEM
This is nmy conpany too.

LUCI QUS
Not anynore.

Laura comes out of the booth and stands in front of Hakeem
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HAKEEM
" msorry--

She sl aps him Cookie shrugs and his brothers | augh.

LUCI QUS
Seens you got wonen pushing you
around everywhere.

Porsha taps Cooki e on the shoul der.
COXI E
You better have a good reason for
touching ne like that.
PORSHA
(of fers phone)
It’s fromthe prison.
Cooki e grabs the phone.

COKI E
Jezzy?

WARDEN MYERS( O. S)
No. It’s Warden Myers.

Andre paces nearby, his cell in his hand.

Hakeem Laura and Luci ous argue while Cookie walks into a
corner, one finger pressed against her ear. She freezes.

COXI E
Pl ease Lord no! Not Jezzy. No!

Cooki e bends over and lets out a huge SCREAM of angui sh.
Jamal rushes to her but she runs into the bat hroom
| NT. LYON DYNASTY BATHROOM - DAY

She | ocks the door and nuffles her wails with a towel.
KNOCKI NG on t he door

JAVAL (O.9)
Are you okay, Ma? Ma?

She slides down the wall and curls into a ball.
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| NT. LYON DYNASTY MAI N ROOM - CONTI NUQUS
Hakeem Luci ous and Laura conti nue to bicker.

JANMAL
Can you all just give it a rest?

ANDRE
| have to go to the hospital.
Sonet hing’s wong w th Rhonda.

JANMAL
"1l come with you

| NT. LYON DYNASTY BATHROOM - DAY

Cooki e squeezes her eyes shut and pushes herself off the
floor. She grips the sink and | ooks herself in the mrror.

COXI E
You did this to her. You did this.

I NT. LYON DYNASTY MAI N ROOM - CONTI NUOUS

HAKEEM
[’11 cone too.

ANDRE
Soneone has to stay for M.

Cooki e stands at the bathroom entrance. Her eyes are red but
her face is determ ned.

COXI E
we'll all go.

JANVAL
Ma, we got this.

HAKEEM
Il take care of things here.

COXI E
Hakeem baby, you know | | ove you?

HAKEEM
Yeah.

COXI E
You took Enpire. But this conpany
is now mne and nine al one. GCet
used to it.

Cooki e grabs her handbag.
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HAKEEM
Ma, you can’t.

LUCI QUS
How does it feel to have you
conpany taken from you?

Luci ous buttons his jacket and smirks as he | eaves.

COXI E
Laura, finish that song you hear
me? Jezzy deserved that nuch.

| NT. LYON DYNASTY FOYER - DAY

Cooki e stops as a SOCI AL WORKER stands with Letitia,
clutching a rag doll.

SOCI AL WORKER
Are you Cooki e Lyon?

Cooki e nods, her eyes never |eaving Letitia’s.

SOCI AL WORKER (cont ™ d)
Her nother’s |ast w shes were for
you to take care of her. Are you
willing to do that?

Cooki e | ooks at her stunned.
| NT. RHONDA' S HOSPI TAL ROOM - DAY

The Doctor and NURSE shake their heads as Andre shoves them
away in his rush to see Rhonda.

ANDRE
What happened? What’'s wrong?

DOCTOR
We canme to find her with the
ventilator out, the machi nes off.
Rhonda lies in bed notionless. Andre grabs her shoul ders.

ANDRE
Rhonda? Rhonda?

He gasps but then he sees her chest rise and fall

END OF EPI SCDE




